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                       DACULA MIDDLE SCHOOL CONNECTIONS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS - 7TH GRADERS 

 

Communications Path 
Debate: The art of debate introduces students to literacy-rich activities that heavily engage students in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
research—all vital skills for the 21st century.  Students will learn to construct unbiased arguments for/against topics with evidence from their 
research to support their claims. 

Spanish: This is an introductory foreign language course that will afford 6th grade students the opportunity to learn how to communicate 
conversationally in Spanish.  Students will encounter a variety of technologies to enhance communication and allow for direct connection to the 
Spanish language and culture. 

Health & Physical Education Path 
Physical Education:  In physical education, students will learn how to participate in a variety of activities and game-like situations which focus on 
various motor and manipulative skills, movement concepts, physical fitness, personal and social responsibility, self-expression, safety, and 
enjoyment.  

Health: Students learn how to live healthy lifestyles and reduce their risks for unhealthy behaviors. Additionally, age-appropriate instruction 
regarding safety, personal health and wellness, mental and emotional health, healthy eating, alcohol and other drugs, tobacco, violence 
prevention and human growth and anatomy will be implemented. 

Fine Arts Path 
Band: This performance-based class focuses on the development, continuation, and expansion of basic skills begun the previous year that are 
necessary for effective instrumental music performance. In addition to large group ensembles, individual growth and achievement are encouraged 
through participation in solo and ensemble festivals, district honor bands, and private lessons. Participation in concert performances outside of 
regular class hours is required. This course requires a yearlong commitment. 

Orchestra: This performance-based class focuses on the development and expansion of basic skills learned in K-5 Beginning Orchestra which are 
necessary for effective instrumental music performance. In addition to large group ensembles, individual growth and achievement are encouraged 
through participation in adjudicated solo and ensemble festivals, district honor orchestras, and private lessons. Participation in concert 
performances outside of regular class hours is required. This course requires a yearlong commitment. 

Chorus: This performance-based class focuses on continued and consistent demonstration of proper breath control and correct singing posture. 
Students demonstrate open vowel sounds, properly articulated consonants, and appropriate tone quality on more advanced repertoire. Students 
demonstrate more advanced proficiency in sight-reading at the expected competency level and read music with more complex melodies and 
rhythms. Participation in concert performances outside of regular class hours is required. This course requires a yearlong commitment. 

Visual Arts: In visual arts class students experiment with various art forms such as ceramics, drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, design, 
crafts, and/or photography. 

Theatre Arts: Theatre is a collaborative form of fine art that allows students to become live performers, who present the experience of a real or 
imagined event before a live audience. 

STEM Path 
Biological Investigations (Life Science): Through the integration of science and engineering practices with content, students develop a strong 
understanding of life science as well as problem-solving and critical-thinking skills.  In this class, students plan and carry out investigations, describe 
observations, and show information in graphical form. To that end, students will refine their ability to make obtain, evaluate, and communicate 
scientific information while developing skills necessary for investigation and innovation. 

Computer Science: Foundations of Secure Information Systems covers a variety of topics including basic computer components, the Open 
Systems Interconnection (OSI) model, computer networks, cybersecurity ethics and digital citizenship.  Students will explore careers in information 
technology as well as develop procedures to solve problems current to everyday life through computational thinking. Throughout the semester 
students will have the opportunity to apply troubleshooting concepts to issues regarding identity, compatibility, data, and differentiate networks 
based on coverage area.  This seventh, grade Connections class provides an introductory look at careers in the fields of Information Support & 
Services, Networking, and Cybersecurity. 

Engineering:  7th Grade Invention and Innovation covers a variety of topics including the progression and impact of invention and innovation on 
society, the core concepts of engineering and technology, the engineering design process and problem solving skills, leadership skills and work 
ethic. Students will examine the nature of engineering and technology, as well as explaining the engineering design process in the problem solving 
process.  Throughout the semester students will have the opportunity to apply the engineering design process to solving real world problems, 
analyze data to make data-driven decisions, examine experimental design, and demonstrate the concepts they learn through hands-on projects. 
This seventh grade Connections class provides an introductory look at careers in the aerospace and related engineering fields.  

Business Education: 7th Grade Business Education covers a variety of topics including employability skills, computer applications, programming, 
and internet safety.  Students will utilize a variety of Microsoft programs, as well as identify programming languages and terminology.  Throughout 
the semester students will have the opportunity to demonstrate the use of formatting, editing, and graphic tools in a variety of programs.  This 
seventh grade Connections class provides an introductory look at careers in the business and computer science fields.  


